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Villages have suffered long from neglect by those
who  have  had the benefit  of education.   They   have
chosen the city life. The village movement is an attempt
to establish healthy contact with the Villages by inducing
those who are fired with the spirit of service to   settle
in them and find self-expression in the service of villagers.
...Those  who have settled in villages in   the  spirit   of
service are not dismayed by the difficulties facing them.
They knew before they went that they  would have to
contend against many difficulties including even sullen-
ness on the part of villagers. Only those, therefore., who
have faith in themselves and in their mission will serve
the villagers and influence their lives. A true life lived
amongst the people is in itself an object-lesson that must
produce its  own effect upon immediate surroundings.
The difficulty with the young man is3 perhaps, that he
has gone to the village merely to earn a living without
the spirit of service behind it. I admit that village life
does not offer attractions to those who go there in search
of money. Without the incentive of service village life
would jar after the novelty has worn out. No   young
man having gone to a village may abandon the pursuit
on  the  slightest contact with  difficulty. Patient  effort
will show that villagers are   not   very   different   from
city-dwellers  and that they will respond to kindliness
and attention. It is no doubt true that one does   not
have in the villages the opportunity of contact with the
great ones of the land. With   the   growth   of  village
mentality the leaders will find it necessary to tour   in
the villages  and  establish a living touch   with   them.
Moreover the companionship of the great and the good
is available to   all   through   the   works   of saints   like
Chaitanya,   Ramakrishna,    Tulsidas,   Kabir,    Nanak,
Dadu, Tukaram, Tiruvalluvar, and others too numerous
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